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Madame Chair, 
 
We would like to thank Professor James Anaya for his report on his official visit to 
Canada. It took a long time to get him to Canada because of bureaucratic delays 
by the government of Canada but fortunately, it turned out well. 
 
Even his presence today, to present the report, was a stroke of good luck since 
his mandate was extended a couple of extra months otherwise he would not be 
here to discuss his report. 
 
There are many things we could comment on about the report but we would like 
to focus on just two. 
We support the previous statements by Brian Lee and Ghislain Picard. 
 
One is the Canadian legislation on education. The First Nations Control of First 
Nations Education, a title that does not really reflect control of our education, is 
really a step backwards from the current policy of Indian Control of Indian 
Education. You were correct in your report that more consultation is needed 
before any such legislation be adopted. Your words were prophetic and 
Indigenous Peoples across Canada have risen up against Bill C-33, a National 
Chief had to resign  and the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs  of Canada is calling 
our leadership ‘rogue Chiefs’ and a threat to national security in the Parliament of 
Canada. 
 
You may have more comments to make on the attitude of the Minister of 
Aboriginal Affairs and we would like to hear them. For instance, would his 
comments be considered inciting and inflammatory and anti-democratic. Each 
with implications to the Human Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Canada. 
Implications to their safety and well being, implications to become victims of 



 

 

xenophobia and discrimination, implications to their exercise of democracy and 
choosing their leadership and organizational structures.  
 
We would like to hear your comments on this and how these attitudes of State 
Ministers at the hight level can be obstacles to the implementation of the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. 
 
Also, we noted in your report, with great interest, your visit to the Mohawk 
community of Akwesasne and their interesting situation of straddling the 
US/Canada border. You witnessed first hand the difficulties of travelling through 
their territory. 
 
One of your recommendations, Paragraph 95, states  
 
95. The federal Government should work with indigenous peoples in international 

border areas, in particular the Mohawk Nation at Akwesasne, to remove barriers to 

their free movement within their traditional territories.  

 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
Article 12 
1. Everyone lawfully within the 
territory of a State shall, within that 
territory, have the right to liberty of 
movement and freedom to choose his 
residence. 
2. Everyone shall be free to leave any 
country, including his own. 
3. The above-mentioned rights shall 
not be subject to any restrictions 
except those which are provided by 
law, are necessary to protect national 
security, public order (ordre public), 
public health or morals or the rights 
and freedoms of others, and are 
consistent with the other rights 
recognized in the present Covenant. 
4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived 
of the right to enter his own country. 
 
 
The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states: 
Article 36 
1. Indigenous peoples, in particular 
those divided by international 



 

 

borders, have the right to maintain 
and develop contacts, relations and 
cooperation, including activities for 
spiritual, cultural, political, economic 
and social purposes, with their own 
members as well as other peoples 
across borders. 
2. States, in consultation and 
cooperation with indigenous peoples, 
shall take effective measures to 
facilitate the exercise and ensure the 
implementation of this right. 
 
Mr. Anaya, there has been little consultation and even less cooperation between 
Mohawks and Canada in this situation. We are not ethnic minorities. We have 
inherent rights on our homelands. 
 
With your experience in Canada, how do you see the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples be respected in these kinds of situations where borders divide 
Indigenous borders? 
 
Thank you Mr. Anaya 
 
 


